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United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

San Pablo Bay – Marin Islands – Antioch Dunes 

National Wildlife Refuges 


7715 Lakeville Highway 

Petaluma, CA 94954 


707-769-4200 

FAX 707-769-8106
 

Memorandum 

To: Cullinan Ranch Restoration 2007 - NEPA 

From: Christy Smith, Refuge Manager 

Subject: Public Scoping Meeting 

A public scoping meeting was held in 2002 to inform the public that the FWS was seeking input 
to complete an Environmental Assessment for a restoration project at the Cullinan Ranch Unit of 
San Pablo Bay NWR.  The planning process continued longer than expected and the scope of the 
project initiated an Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR).  A 
second public scoping meeting was held on March 10, 2007 to inform the public of the planning 
process and receive any final comments or in put prior to the release of a draft EIS/EIR.   

The meeting was conducted by Christy Smith, Refuge Manager; Winnie Chan, SFB Refuge 
Complex Planner and Steve Carroll, Ducks Unlimited Engineer who provided support.  One 
person came to the meeting.   

James Porterfield 
16 Alta Loma Dr. 
American Canyon, CA 94503 

He viewed the presentation and had no comments to make.  I presented him with a business card 
and asked him to contact me if he had further questions. 
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Cullinan Ranch Tidal Marsh Restoration 

Public Meeting, August, 2002 


Comments and Questions
 

The comments and questions listed below are organized by the table from which comments were taken.  

The comments and questions are presented as they were recorded at each station.  


Public Access
 
$ This area really needs more public access. 

$ There should be a place to launch boats and canoes. 


Project Design Station 
$ Alternative AC@ for Hwy 37 levee is more desirable for roosting and nesting bird habitat. 
$ What about incorporating islands (with cover) for birds (nesting terns, stilts, canvasbacks, 

shorebirds, snowy plovers). 
$ Concern about levee placement: possible future expansion of Hwy 37 is unwanted. 
$ Alternative AA@: positive aspect is the possible viewing areas for birds and wildlife. 
$ In favor of the experimental design that includes bird islands. 
$ Put levee where maximum wetland restoration would occur. 
$ Sediments from Dutchman=s Slough will probably result in marsh approximately 40 years rather 

than 20-25 years. 

CALTRANS
 
$ Widen Hwy 37!!!!! 

$ Levee on north side of road? Not southern end. 

$ Tides from Dutchman=s Slough may reach Hwy 37. 


Biology 
$ Discuss benefits of tidal restoration on wildlife and plants other than birds and endangered 

species. 
$ Concern over levee stability, case in point is Tubbs Setback. 
$ What are the impacts (on wildlife) of converting from seasonal wetlands to tidal wetlands. 
$ Save any rare plants before flooding. 
$ Provide habitats for rare plants after flooding (if they exist). 

Comment Sheets: Three comment sheets were submitted at the meeting 

Robin Leong 
Public access should be provided but: 1) it should be safe for the viewer and other cars traveling along 
Hwy 37, 2) it should be safe for the wildlife, 3) how this can be accomplished is tough.  
This area is one of the best places to see certain Solano County bird species (for County listers).  If they 
can have public access that would be great. One way may be to install public boat ramps for canoeing 
and kayaking. 

Robin Leong 
For the restoration of Cullinan, it was originally ear-marked for clapper rail and canvasback.  I think the 
restoration should be for the greatest diversity of species and the clapper rail will be saved. Because 

292 Cullinan Ranch Restoration Project Draft EIS/EIR



 
 

 
 

 
    

    

    

    

    

 
 

 
 

 

Cullinan has subsided so much, I think islands for nesting and uplands for shorebirds are needed.  These 
islands should have various habitats: sandy with no cover for snowy plover, avocets, Caspian and 
Forster=s terns nesting (see Knight Island) and some with cover. 

Norm Yenni 
Bite the bullet and breach the highway to get Cullinan full of sediment and then push sediment into the 
salt ponds that are going to be restored. Where is the O&M money coming from for this project?  Does 
this mean that there will be less money for problems still existing at Tolay Creek? 

Public Attendants 

Name Affiliation Address Put On Mailing List 

Robin Leong local resident 336 Benson Avenue, Vallejo, CA 
94590 

Yes 

Norm Yenni farmer, NBAA 5400 Sears Point Road, Sonoma, 
CA 95476 

Yes 

Tito Sasaki NBAA P.O. Box 200, Vineburg, CA 
95487 

Yes 

Jim Millholland local resident 6 Pearl Court, Vallejo, CA 94591 Yes 

Persons assisting with the meeting (please excuse me if I have not included all of those who helped) 

USFWS employees/interns: Marge Kolar, Mike Parker, Clyde Morris, Chris Bandy, Joelle Buffa, Jim 
Griffin, Giselle Downard, Devon Houck, Rina Aviram 
USFWS volunteers: Jim Millholland, Tish Adams, Becky Bandy 
USGS: Isa Woo, Scott Demers 
Ducks Unlimited: Ryan Broddrick, Steve Carroll, Chris Nappo, Patricia Berryhill, Mike Bias 
CALTRANS: Chuck Morton 
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